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SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2019
The first service on our Circuit plan marks the official start of a new 
Connexional year so I want to begin by wishing you a Happy New 
Methodist Year! As with any new year, there will be challenges as well 
as opportunities ahead but we trust God’s Holy Spirit to give us the 
strength to meet the situations we face.  
   
Mission & Ministry 2019 - 2020
Over the Summer, all the churches engaged in an initial discussion 
about their mission and ministry, reflecting honestly on the things 
which are a struggle as well as those things which bring life. Many 
of the congregations have expressed their priorities for the next 3 - 
5 years and have begun to explore new mission opportunities in a 
positive way. All the responses to the 5 questions I posed have been 
typed up and will be presented to the Circuit Leadership Team at its 
next meeting so we can get a measure of what is happening across 
the Circuit. In due course, these responses will be shared with the 
members of the Circuit meeting as we seek to address the issues 
raised and move forward in faith. 

As you are aware, the shortage of Methodist ministers across the 
Connexion means that many circuits, including our own, have had to 
adapt to new patterns of working. I’m pleased to report that all those 
who were appointed to support me when I arrived in the Circuit last 
September are willing to continue in their roles for a further year until 
August 2020. Please continue to pray for the Circuit staff and the 
Circuit Leadership Team  as we seek to make best use of the resources 
we have to further God’s work in our communities. 

Methodist Conference Report 
As Methodists, we are part of a Connexion made up of different 
people with varying opinions on matters of faith and doctrine but it 
is God’s love which holds us together. This was particularly evident 
at the Methodist Conference this year when the report ‘God in Love 
Unites Us’, prepared by the Marriage and Relationships Task Group 
was received and then commended to the Connexion for study and 
prayerful discussion in the coming year.  

The report looked at the principles of good relating, cohabitation, 
the celebration of civil partnerships, liturgies marking the end of a 
marriage and permission for same-sex marriages to take place in 
Methodist Churches. The Conference directed that these five areas 
with provisional resolutions attached should be considered by all the 
Synods in a consultation process from September 2019 - Spring 2020. 

At the Wales Synod on 14th September, Circuits will receive more 
information on the process but at this stage, it’s important to note 
that no final decisions will be made until the Methodist Conference 
meets again in July 2020. The updated report with the provisional 
resolutions attached will be available on the Methodist website as 
well as in a printed format and the Circuit will do what it can to make 
resources available to the Churches.       

As we begin another year of mission and ministry together, may God 
keep us safe in His love.              

Yours in Christ,

Rosemary 



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2019

WEDNESDAY 30th 7.00 pm: Circuit service of Remembering at 
Taibach Church

NOVEMBER
MONDAY 11th 7.15 pm: Circuit Leadership Team meets at The 
Manse, Neath

FRIDAY 15th 2.00 pm: Methodist Women In Britain committee at 
Taibach Church

SATURDAY 23rd 10.00 am –12.00 noon : Christmas Coffee 
Morning at Neath Church

SATURDAY 30th 1.30 pm: Christmas Fayre at Sandfields 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Cymmer: Sunday 3rd November after morning worship 

Glyncorrwg: Sunday 6th October after afternoon worship 

Glynneath: Sunday 13th October after afternoon worship 

Jersey Marine: Friday 11th October – 2.30 pm 

Neath: Wednesday 16th October – 7.00 pm   

North Cornelly: tbc 

Sandfields: Friday 18th October – 7.00 pm  

Skewen: Monday 14th October – 7.00 pm  

Taibach: Thursday 17th October – 7.00 pm  

SEPTEMBER
MONDAY 2nd 7.15 pm: Circuit Leadership Team meets at The 
Manse, Neath 

SATURDAY 7th 11.00 am – 3.00 pm: Craft & Treasures Fayre at 
Sandfields Church 

WEDNESDAY 11th 10.00 am –12.00 noon: Lunch at Neath Church 
(contact Barbara Southard)    

WEDNESDAY 18th 7.15 pm: Circuit Meeting at Neath Church 

MONDAY 23rd 6.30 pm: Harvest Supper at Neath Church 

TUESDAY 24th 7.00 pm: Harvest Supper at Sandfields Church 

SATURDAY 28th 10.00 am –12.00 noon:  Circuit Pastoral Care 
Training Session at Neath Church (with option for 20 minutes’ 
basic first aid training from 12 noon)  

MONDAY 30th 7.00 pm: Harvest Supper & 20th anniversary quiz 
at Jersey Marine  

OCTOBER
WEDNESDAY 2nd 7.15 pm: Local Preachers and Worship Leaders 
Meeting at Neath Church

SATURDAY 5th 10.00 am – 12.00 noon: Autumn coffee morning at 
Neath Church

WEDNESDAY 9th 10.00 am – 12.00 noon: Lunch at Neath Church 

THURSDAY 24th 7.00 pm: Circuit men’s dinner at Sandfields 
Church


