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MARCH – MAy 2019
Circuit staffing 
The pattern of providing ministry and pastoral care in the Circuit to 
cover for a ministerial vacancy has now been in place for 6 months 
and seems to be working well. We went into the stationing process 
in the Autumn with the hope of filling the vacancy from September 
2019 but this is now looking increasingly unlikely and we shall need 
to re-consider future staffing arrangements. The Circuit Leadership 
Team will obviously do some initial thinking about this over the 
coming months and your prayers would be appreciated. 

Wales Synod Call to Prayer  
Prayer is sometimes viewed as a last resort when we don’t know 
what else to do but ‘prayer is the Christian’s vital breath’ as the 
hymnwriter puts it (STF 529) and should underpin our personal lives 
and the mission and ministry of our Circuit churches. 
With this in mind, the Wales Synod is initiating a Call to Prayer for 
the Methodist Church in Wales from March 2019 – May 2020 with 
a focus on praying for renewal, mission and evangelism. The idea is 
that each month will be covered by a Circuit and each church within 
that Circuit is encouraged to commit to some kind of prayer activity. 
This might be by means of a prayer meeting in a home or church, 
a prayer walk, a local prayer diary or a Bible study about prayer. 
Our Circuit will cover April 2019 and so during the 30 days of that 
month, there will be some form of prayer activity happening in our 
9 Churches. There are opportunities to be creative so start thinking 
what your Church might do in the month of April.

In order to launch the Call to Prayer in our Circuit we shall be holding 
a united service on Sunday 31st March at 6 p.m. at North Cornelly 
Church. At this service we shall also present Tom Edwards and 
Trevor Harry with long service certificates as both of them have now 
completed 40 years of preaching. I’m sure you’ll want to be there to 
offer your support and to mark this amazing milestone in their lives.  

Holy Week & Easter
As we move into April, we shall be preparing for the events of Holy 
Week and Easter. On Maundy Thursday we shall read of the last 
meal Jesus shared with his friends and his arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. On Good Friday we shall recall the agony of Christ’s 
crucifixion and the amazing words of forgiveness which Christ 
prayed from the cross. And then on Easter Sunday we shall journey 
to the empty tomb and discover the wonder of Christ’s resurrection 
– a moment which changed the world forever. There are a number 
of services taking place in the Circuit during Holy Week and there 
will be a dawn service on Aberavon beach at 6 a.m. on Easter Day. 
Please note that the churches on the plan are now listed 
alphabetically as are the Church contacts and visiting preachers. 
I pray that we may all know the power of the risen Christ in our 
churches this Easter.

Yours in Christ,

Rosemary 



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
MARCH – MAy 2019

7.00 pm Holy Communion at Sandfields (Mr Clem Raymond)
7.00 pm Holy Communion North Cornelly (Rev Gordon Sollis) 
7.30 pm Holy Communion at Skewen (Rev Rosemary Davies)
7.30 pm Churches Together in Neath Service at Ebenezer Church

Good FRidAy 19th: 9.30 am Prayer and Reflection at Sandfields
10.30 am Service at Taibach (Rev Rosemary Davies)
3.30 pm Skewen Cytun Open Air Service at Neath Abbey
7.30 pm Churches Together in Neath Service at Ebenezer Church 

EAStER SundAy 21st: 6.00 am Dawn Service on Aberavon Beach 
(close to Lifeboat Station)
8.00 am Communion Service & breakfast at Sandfields
(Rev Rosemary Davies)
Please consult the plan for details of other services on Easter Sunday.

WEdnESdAy 24th: 12 noon - 2.00 pm Neath Church lunch 

tuESdAy 30th: 7.15 pm Circuit Local Preachers and Worship Leaders 
Meeting at Taibach 

MAy
WEdnESdAy 1st: 7.00 pm French Night at Neath (details from church 
steward)

WEdnESdAy 1st 7.00 p.m Circuit men’s dinner at Taibach 

WEdnESdAy 22nd: 12.00 noon - 2.00 pm Neath Church lunch 

WEdnESdAy 22nd: 7.00 pm Circuit Easter Offering Service at Taibach 
(Rev. Rosemary Davies) 

FRidAy 31st MAy / SAtuRdAy 1st JunE Neath Church serves 
afternoon tea (details from church stewards)

MARCH
tuESdAy 5th: 6.30 pm “Welsh Night” at Neath (details from Church 
stewards)
tuESdAy 5th: 7.00 pm “Welsh Night” at Sandfields (details from 
Church stewards)
WEdnESdAy 6th: 7.00 pm Circuit Ash Wednesday service at Jersey 
Marine
WEdnESdAy 27th: 7.00 pm Circuit Meeting at Skewen
WEdnESdAy 27th: 12.00 noon - 2.00pm Neath Church lunch
SundAy 31st: 6.00 pm Circuit service at North Cornelly 

APRiL
Neath Port Talbot Circuit takes part in the Wales Synod Call to Prayer 
for this month
SAtuRdAy 6th: 10.00 am -12.00 noon Easter Coffee Morning Neath 

HoLy WEEK 
MondAy 15th: 10.00 am Prayer and Reflection at Sandfields 
7.30 pm Churches Together in Neath service in Orchard Place Baptist 
Church 
tuESdAy 16th: 7.30 pm Churches Together in Neath service in the 
Methodist Church 
WEdnESdAy 17th: 10.00 am Prayer and Reflection at Sandfields 
7.30 p.m Churches Together in Neath service at St Joseph’s RC Church 
MAundy tHuRSdAy 18th: 6.00 pm Holy Communion at Glynneath 
(Rev Rosemary Davies)


