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December 2017 – February 2018
Local Preachers
I was delighted recently, along with our Circuit Local Preachers 
Secretary, Tom Edwards, to join with Rev Kofi and members of the 
Thursday morning fellowship from Skewen in one of their regular visits 
to Mrs Christine Taylor. Following a time of Bible study, prayer and 
sharing in Holy Communion, Christine was presented with a special 
certificate to mark her 25 years of service as a fully accredited Local 
Preacher. There is a picture on the circuit website. Although Christine 
is no longer able to preach or even attend church, she is remembered 
with great affection within the circuit. We thank God for her ministry.

You will also notice a new preacher on our list, Mr Lawrence Pearce, 
who has moved to North Cornelly from Porthcawl. I am sure that he 
will receive a warm welcome as he gets to know our circuit. We are 
very pleased to have him among us.

Prayer for revival
We are continuing our programme of regular Saturday mornings of 
prayer for revival in our churches. The circuit staff are leading these 
times of prayer in each church, hoping to have visited them all by 
the end of next summer. So far, we have had these times of prayer 
in Glynneath, Cymmer/Glyncorrwg and Skewen. The next one is 
at Sandfields on 2nd December 10.30 – 11.30am. Do please join us 
if you can. This is part of our response to the call by the Methodist 
Conference to pray for the life and witness of our churches. No one is 
ever forced to pray aloud. You are welcome just to be present.

Praise & Fellowship
Those who look closely at their circuit plans will see that occasional 
services in churches are being designated “Praise & Fellowship”. 

Although these services are often planned when there is a shortage 
of preachers on a certain Sunday, they are also real opportunities 
for local churches to arrange their own acts of worship, using the 
gifts of members of the congregation that are often hidden. It is 
the responsibility of the local church stewards to arrange Praise & 
Fellowship services in conjunction with any Worship Leaders who are 
members of the congregation.

Stationing
The processes for finding successors to Rev Kofi, Deacon Viv and me 
when we leave next summer are now well underway. Please remember 
the Connexional Stationing Committee and its work in your prayers. 

advent, christmas, New year, epiphany and Lent!
The seasons of the Christian year follow hard on the heels of one 
another during the busy months covered by this plan. All the carol 
services and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services are shown. 
There will also be a Circuit Watchnight Service at Skewen on New 
Year’s Eve at 11.00pm. In January we hold Covenant Services in each 
of our local churches. The Covenant Service is a very significant act of 
dedication within the Methodist tradition. Please attend one of them 
if you possibly can. We will also be holding our annual New Year party 
at Skewen on 12th January. This time we will be having some New 
Year Praise as part of the evening. It will be a great time of fun and 
worship.

Then, before we know it, we will enter the season of Lent with our 
Circuit Ash Wednesday Service of Holy Communion at Jersey Marine 
on 14th February. Suddenly our faces turn towards the cross, its 
mystery and its glory.

In Christ’s service

Chris Gray



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
December 2017 – February 2018

moNDay 22nd
Circuit Men’s Dinner 7.00pm (North Cornelly)

February
WeDNeSDay 14th
Ash Wednesday Service of Holy Communion 7.00pm (Jersey Marine)

And looking further ahead…

march
FriDay 9th
Circuit Holy Communion Celebration Service 7.00pm (Sandfields)

WeDNeSDay 14th
Circuit Meeting 7.00pm (Taibach)

SaturDay 24th
Easter Coffee Morning 10.00am – 12.00 noon (Neath)

aPriL
SuNDay 1st 
Easter Morning Dawn Service 6.30am (Aberavon Beach)

WeDNeSDay 25th
Circuit Men’s Dinner 7.00pm (Taibach)

may
SuNDay 6th
Circuit Service to celebrate the 125th anniversary of Taibach Wesley
Methodist Church 6.00pm (Taibach)

JuNe
SaturDay 9th
“Greater Than Gold” musical in a day event with Helen Pollard (Sandfields) 

December
FriDay 1st 
Glynneath Council of Churches Christmas Concert 7.00pm (Glynneath 
Town Hall)

SaturDay 2nd 
Circuit Prayer for Revival 10.30am (Sandfields)

WeDNeSDay 6th – SuNDay 10th
Christmas Tree Festival (Sandfields)

FriDay 8th
Action for Children Carol Service 7.00pm (Sandfields)

moNDay 18th
Carol Singing Outreach at Coed Darcy 7.00pm

thurSDay 21st
Carol Singing for Action for Children 6.00pm (Tesco, Neath Abbey)

For Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, please see the main plan 

SuNDay 31st
Watchnight Service 11.00pm (Skewen) 

JaNuary
moNDay 1st
Churches Together in Neath New Year’s Day United Service 10.30am
(St Thomas’s)

FriDay 12th
Circuit New Year Praise, Party and Supper 7.00pm (Skewen)

moNDay 15th
Circuit Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting 7.00pm 
(North Cornelly)


