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Methodist Conference
I had the privilege a few weeks ago of being one of the representatives 
from Wales to attend the annual Methodist Conference in Birmingham. 
It was a full agenda and we received reports concerning many areas 
of church life. However, the most significant discussion concerned 
the latest statistical returns. These returns have shown a continued 
decline in Methodist membership throughout the UK. In response to 
this, resources to support local circuits like ours in our efforts to make 
more disciples of Jesus will become available during the next year. 
Conference also resolved that we will be called to days of prayer and 
fasting on behalf of the Methodist Church, including, of course, our 
local churches. 

In our circuit this year we have been challenged to take one new 
mission initiative in each church. It has been great for me and Rev 
Kofi to be part of some interesting and positive discussions at Church 
Councils and General Church Meetings. The important thing is that we 
try something. Loraine Mellor, the new President of Conference, said 
in her address to Conference that we must be willing to take risks in 
mission and discipleship to enable us to grow. “A few months ago I 
heard someone say that the key thing for growth is that you must see 
failure as your friend. If you learn from what you did, you will make a 
difference. I know from my own experience that successful growing 
churches that share the Gospel have a long history of things they have 
tried and failed at.” So let’s not allow fear of failure to hold us back. Let’s 
always “think mission”. After all, Jesus said, “Go and make disciples” 
(Matthew 28:19). That remains our calling.

3Generate
One of the bits of really good news from Conference is the success 

of 3Generate – the event for young people aged 8-23 held by the 
Methodist Church each year. 3Generate has been growing year on year 
and this coming November (24th – 26th) over 1,000 young people will 
gather in Southport for this year’s event. I am delighted to say that 
10 young people will be attending from our circuit, led by Rev Kofi 
and Emma Ryan. Please pray for them and for all the young people 
at 3Generate. They will be doing some fund-raising to enable them to 
attend, so please support them if you can.

Circuit Services
We have two Circuit Services this quarter. The first is at Skewen on 
Sunday 10th September at 6.00pm. We will be celebrating the start of 
a new Methodist Church year and the 50th anniversary of the Skewen 
Methodist Church Women’s Fellowship. Rev Colin Richards, who was 
minister at Skewen when the fellowship began, will be returning to 
lead the service. The second Circuit Service will be at Sandfields on 
Sunday November 19th at 6.00pm. This will be led by Rev Irfan John 
and members of the Urdu congregations that he oversees in South 
Wales. Our collection that evening will go to help a group of young 
people from these fellowships to go on a visit to Israel. It would be 
great to have good attendances at both these services.

Bible Month
I have been very grateful to our preachers and Bible Study leaders for 
taking us through the Letter of James during the month of June. Many 
people have commented that it has been a very helpful and informative 
month. We will be tackling the Old Testament book of Jonah next year. 
I am sure it will be an equally challenging and inspiring time.

And finally…
As we enter a new season of fellowship and meetings following a 
summer break, we pray God’s richest blessing on our churches and on 
all that we seek to do to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Chris Gray
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Monday 2nd October
Jersey Marine Methodist Church Harvest Supper.
(details from Clem Raymond 01639 772284)

Monday 23rd October
7.00pm Circuit Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting at 
Sandfields.

Wednesday 25th October
7.00pm Service of Remembering at Taibach. The families of all those 
for whom funerals have taken place in our circuit over the last twelve 
months receive an invitation to this service. However, all are welcome 
to share in this act of worship in which we remember all of our loved 
ones who have passed away.

Monday 30th October (or later in the week)
7.00pm Circuit Men’s Dinner at Sandfields.
(details from Ken Nicholls 01792 863038)

Thursday 16th November
2.00pm Circuit Methodist Women in Britain Committee at Taibach.

Saturday 18th November
1.30pm Sandfields Methodist Church Christmas Fair.

Sunday 19th November
6.00pm Circuit Service at Sandfields led by Rev Irfan John and 
members of the Urdu Methodist congregations in South Wales. 

Friday 24th to Sunday 26th November
3Generate event for young people at Pontins, Southport.  

Sunday 10th September
6.00pm Circuit Service at Skewen to celebrate the start of the new 
Methodist year and the 50th anniversary of the Skewen Methodist 
Church Women’s Fellowship. The service will be led by Rev Colin 
Richards.

Tuesday 12th September
7.00pm Circuit Meeting at Cymmer.

Saturday 16th September
1.00pm “Craft and Treasure Fair” at Sandfields.

Sunday 17th September
3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach.
(close to lifeboat station)

Monday 18th September
7.00pm Safeguarding Refresher Training at Sandfields.

Saturday 23rd September
10.00am Safeguarding Refresher Training at Taibach.

Monday 25th September
7.00pm Neath Methodist Church Harvest Supper and Auction of 
Produce.(details from Barbara Southard 01639 636280)

Tuesday 26th September
7.00pm Sandfields Methodist Church Harvest Supper and Auction of 
Produce.
(details from Elsie Jones 01639 771007)


