
Circuit Meeting
Those of you who attended our Circuit Meeting in September will remember 
that we prayed for Rev Kofi before he left to travel to London for his “viva” 
– the oral examination to be taken following the submission of his thesis: 
“Justice and Righteousness in the Prophecy of Amos and their Relevance to 
Issues of Contemporary Social Justice in Ghana”. I am delighted to say that the 
examination went very well and we look forward to Kofi being awarded his 
doctorate in the new year. It is the culmination of years of hard work and we offer 
our congratulations to Kofi.
The Circuit Meeting also resolved to extend the invitation to Deacon Viv and me 
to serve in the circuit until August 2018. We are very grateful for your trust and 
affirmation at this time.
Marriage and Relationships
The Methodist Church has initiated a process of conversation across the 
Methodist Connexion on the theme of marriage and relationships. The 
Methodist Conference of 2014 “urged the Methodist people to engage with each 
other honestly, prayerfully and graciously in a process of deep reflection and 
discernment about matters relating to marriage and human relationships.” These 
conversations, held against a background of rapid change in our society, will be 
opportunities for people to share their thoughts and feelings around this topic; 
to hear voices and understandings that may be different from their own. It is 
these conversations, their tone, and the issues and concerns that they produce 
that will help the Methodist Church discern whether or not to begin a process of 
revisiting the Methodist understanding of Christian marriage.
Although a date for these conversations in our circuit has not yet been fixed, 
please look out for details of any meetings that are arranged and come along to 
share in our discussions together.
Advent and Christmas
This is, of course, the quarterly plan during which we celebrate Christmas and 
the birth of Jesus Christ born in humility and love among us. This is a great 
opportunity for outreach and for inviting friends and family to join us for our 
services and celebrations at this special time of year. Please pray that during 

these times our visitors and, indeed, all of us will experience in a powerful way 
the presence of Immanuel, God with us.
In particular, I would ask your prayers for three initiatives in which members of 
our circuit will be involved. Firstly, “Port Talbot Christmas – The Story” is a nativity 
play performed by members of a number of Port Talbot churches in the Aberafan 
Shopping Centre. Last year it was well attended by shoppers and schoolchildren. 
Secondly, “Experience Christmas” is an event for primary school children in which 
they follow the Christmas story through visiting a number of displays, at each of 
which there are things to listen to, think about and do. This year Taibach Church 
is hosting such an event for the children of Eastern Primary School. Thirdly, a 
small group of Christians from the Skewen area continues to meet to pray for 
the new and fast growing housing development at Coed Darcy and to consider 
any initiatives that the Spirit may be prompting us to take in witness to that 
community. We will be holding an outdoor carol service there in December, 
which will include an invitation to join local churches for their Christmas services.
Full details of all these and other activities can be found in “Dates Around The 
Circuit”.
2016
To mark the dawn of a new year, Rev Kofi Amissah will be leading a Watchnight 
Service at Skewen on Thursday 31st December at 11.00pm. All are very welcome 
to join in this service of celebration and dedication. As always, the new year will 
also begin with the annual Covenant Services in each church. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to commit ourselves once again to Christ at the start of the year. 
2016 will be a special year for two of our churches. North Cornelly Church will 
be celebrating the 50th anniversary of their “new” building on Heol Fach and 
Sandfields Church will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of their building on 
Western Avenue. Plans are underway for celebrations and thanksgiving in both 
churches. Please remember them in your prayers.
Finally…
This Circuit plan sees us enter the season of Lent as we prepare for Easter. 
Please share with us, if you can, in our Ash Wednesday service at Jersey Marine. 
It is always a very special time as we enter that holy season of reflection and 
repentance.
May God’s richest blessings be poured out among us during Advent, Christmas 
and the new year of 2016. 

In Christ’s service

Chris (continued on back page)



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Glynneath: Holy Communion 6.00pm
(Rev Chris Gray)

Neath: Holy Communion 11.30pm
(Mr Clem Raymond)

North Cornelly: Holy Communion 11.15pm
(Rev Kofi Amissah)

Sandfields: Holy Communion 11.00pm
(Rev Chris Gray)

Skewen: Christmas Eve Service 11.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
Cymmer: 9.30am (Mr Tom Edwards)

Glyncorrwg: 9.30am at Cymmer

Jersey Marine: 9.00am Holy Communion
(Mr Clem Raymond)

Neath: 10.00am at Skewen

North Cornelly: 9.30am (Mr Trevor Harry)

Sandfields: 9.00am (Rev Chris Gray)

Skewen: 10.00am (Deacon Viv Gray)
Taibach: 10.00am (Rev Kofi Amissah)

Thursday 31st January: Watchnight Service at Skewen led 
by Rev Kofi Amissah 11.00pm

Friday 8th January: Circuit New Year Party 7.00pm
(look out for further details)

Friday 15th January: Circuit Youth Group “Pizza and Plans” 
at Sandfields 7.30pm

Monday 25th January: Men’s Dinner at Jersey Marine 
7.00pm

Thursday 4th February: Circuit Local Preachers and 
Worship Leaders at Skewen 7.00pm 

Wednesday 10th February: Circuit Ash Wednesday Holy 
Communion at Jersey Marine 7.00pm

Monday 30th November – Saturday 5th December:
“Port Talbot Christmas – The Story” – a Nativity Play 
performed by members of churches in and around 
Port Talbot at Wilko’s in the Aberafan Shopping Centre. 
Performances are at 10.30am and 1.30pm each day with an 
extra performance on the Saturday at 3.00pm.

Friday 4th December: Churches Together in Glynneath 
Carol Concert at the Glynneath Town Hall at 7.00pm

Friday 11th December: Circuit Youth Group trip to Swansea 
Winter Wonderland

Monday 14th December: “Experience Christmas”, an event 
for Eastern Primary School at Taibach Methodist Church
Monday 14th December: Carol Singing at Coed Darcy 
7.00pm


