
At the end of May the Methodist Church published a report entitled “Courage, 
Cost and Hope”. It had taken two years to produce and was an independent 
review of past safeguarding cases related to the Methodist Church from 1950 
to 2014. These were cases for which there were written records and cases 
recalled from memory by members and ministers of the Methodist Church. 
The review identified 1,885 past cases, which included sexual, physical, 
emotional and domestic abuse as well as cases of neglect. 
It needs to be said that the vast majority of these cases were known to the 
Methodist Church. This was not an unexpected discovery. And the Methodist 
Church has been commended for undertaking this review – the first by a main 
Christian denomination. Nevertheless, especially where ministers and church 
employees were involved, this is a matter for great sadness and repentance. 
The General Secretary of the Methodist Church, Rev Dr Martyn Atkins, has 
issued a full and unreserved apology to survivors and victims of abuse in 
response to the report:
“On behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain I want to express an unreserved 
apology for the failure of its current and earlier processes fully to protect 
children, young people and adults from physical and sexual abuse inflicted 
by some ministers in Full Connexion and members of the Methodist Church. 
That abuse has been inflicted by some Methodists on children, young people 
and adults is and will remain a deep source of grief and shame to the Church.
“I am certain that the Methodist Conference will want to resolve to do all in 
its power to improve its systems to protect children, young people and adults 
from abuse within the life of the Church and on Church premises, and to 
review them diligently on a regular basis.”
What does this mean for us in our local churches and our circuit? Certain 
office-holders, workers with children and young people and others are 
already required to have DBS checks and complete a one session course on 
safeguarding. These processes will continue. Please do not resent having to 
go through them. They are critical if the Methodist Church is going to honour 
its pledge. And “Safeguarding” will continue to be an important agenda item 
at local church and circuit level. Please take these matters seriously. If anyone 

has any safeguarding concerns at any time, or if this issue has proved difficult 
for you personally, please do not hesitate to contact one of the ministers or 
our Circuit Safeguarding Officer, Mrs Angela Raymond.
Looking ahead to the next quarter, our Circuit Service at Skewen on 
September 6th at 6.00pm will be a celebration of the Bi-Centenary of the 
Bible Christians, one of the founding movements of the Methodist Church. 
We will also be welcoming into our circuit Rev Gordon and Mrs Grace Sollis. 
Gordon has most recently served as Superintendent Minister of the Bridgend 
United Area. He and Grace are “retiring” to their home in North Cornelly. We 
are looking forward to sharing in fellowship with them.
Our “Musical in a Day” event takes place at Sandfields on Saturday November 
14th, led by Helen Pollard of Christian Music Ministries. In the past, we have 
had a great time learning the musical and all are welcome to come to the 
performance at 7.00pm. Look out for further details. 
Don’t forget that the Rugby World Cup is taking place this autumn. There are 
resources available to help churches engage with the Rugby World Cup and 
take advantage of the mission opportunities that come with it.
Also, you will see from “Dates Around the Circuit” that we now have an active 
Circuit Youth Group. If you know of any young people aged 11+ who would 
enjoy our youth activities programme, then please encourage them to come 
along or have a word with Rev Kofi, Deacon Viv or me.
Finally, we have been notified of two financial appeals. The first is “Achieving 
the Vision” from the World Methodist Council, about which Luke Curran spoke 
at our World Church Circuit Service in June. The appeal asks for donations 
from circuits, churches and individual members in order to establish a fund 
to help the World Methodist Council support evangelistic and social justice 
initiatives around the world. As a circuit we have made a donation from 
circuit funds and given the proceeds of the collection at the Circuit Service. 
However, if you would like to make an individual donation, then please pass 
it to our Circuit Treasurer, Mrs Ann Barlow.
The second appeal is from the Amelia Methodist Trust Farm in Barry, this year 
celebrating its 25th Anniversary. Details of the appeal have been circulated 
to each church.
We look forward to continuing to worship and serve God together in our 
churches and circuit.
In Christ’s service
Chris Gray (continued on back page)



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
SEPTEMBER
Friday 4th: 7.30pm Circuit Youth Group “Faith Questions” 
(Sandfields)

Sunday 6th 6.00pm Circuit Service at Skewen Methodist Church
We join together as a circuit to celebrate the Bi-Centenary of the 
Bible Christian movement, one of the founding movements of 
the modern Methodist Church. This service will also give us the 
opportunity to welcome Rev Gordon and Mrs Grace Sollis to our 
circuit. 

Tuesday 8th 7.00pm Circuit Meeting at Neath Methodist Church

Wednesday 9th September 7.00pm Faith and Fellowship 
(Skewen)
An evening of informal praise and prayer to which all are welcome.

Sunday 20th 3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach
Join us for our last open air service of 2015 on the promenade close 
to the lifeboat station.

Monday 21st 7.00pm Neath Methodist Church Harvest Supper

Tuesday 29th 7.00pm Sandfields Methodist Church Harvest 
Supper

OCTOBER
Friday 2nd 7.30pm Circuit Youth Group Art and Craft Evening 
(Sandfields)

Saturday 3rd 10.00am – 12.00 noon Neath Methodist Church 
Autumn Coffee Morning

Wednesday 14th 7.00pm Faith and Fellowship (Skewen)

Monday 26th 7.00pm Circuit Men’s Dinner (Skewen)

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 4th 7.00pm Service of Remembering at Taibach 
Methodist Church
This is our annual service at which we remember those who have 
died over the last twelve months. A special invitation is sent to the 
families of those for whom a funeral service has been taken by a 
member of our circuit staff.

Wednesday 11th 7.00pm Circuit Local Preachers and Worship 
Leaders Meeting (Neath)

7.00pm Faith and Fellowship (Skewen)

Friday 13th 7.00pm Action for Children Concert (Sandfields)

Saturday 14th 1.30pm “Musical in a Day” (Sandfields)
This will be led by Helen Pollard from Christian Music Ministries. 
Come and learn one of Roger Jones’ musicals during the afternoon. 
There will be a performance at 7.00pm to which all are welcome.

Thursday 19th 2.30pm Methodist Women in Britain AGM 
(Taibach)

Friday 20th 7.30pm Circuit Youth Group trip to “Winter 
Wonderland”

Saturday 21st 10.00am Neath Methodist Church Christmas 
Coffee Morning

1.30pm Sandfields Methodist Church Christmas Fair


