
Dear friends
It was with the deepest shock and sadness that we learned of the sudden 
and unexpected death of Christopher Jones, one of our long-standing 
Local Preachers, Lay Worker, member of our Circuit Leadership Team, 
valued colleague to many and good friend to us all. His funeral service 
took place on Monday 30th March at Taibach Methodist Church, followed 
by a service of committal at Margam Crematorium. Not surprisingly, both 
the church and the crematorium were filled to overflowing with people 
who had come to pay their respects to Christopher and to acknowledge 
his friendship and the influence he has had on our lives.
In the service we remembered Christopher’s upbringing in Margam and 
his education – firstly at Dyffryn School, then at university in Coventry, and 
then his Master’s in Education in London. We heard from his colleague of 
many years at St Joseph’s Catholic School, Arthur Gwynn, of Christopher’s 
work as Head of Economics there and of the tremendous influence he had 
on both staff and students alike. He was held in the highest respect by all 
who knew him at St Joseph’s.
We then heard from Garfield Morgan, from the West Glamorgan bench 
of magistrates, of Christopher’s work as a magistrate, where again he was 
highly respected for his wisdom and compassion in the sphere of justice. 
We heard of his commitment as a Christian to preaching, leading worship 
and sharing fully in the life of the churches of the Neath Port Talbot 
Methodist Circuit. The love and respect he had earned over the years made 
him an obvious choice to take on the role of Lay Worker in our Methodist 
Circuit as part of the ministry team.
And of course we heard of his love and commitment to his parents, to his 
father Philip who died a few years ago, and his mother Luvern. He was a 
loving and deeply loved son. All of us who knew Christopher will remember 
him for his wonderful, dry sense of humour; his love and compassion; his 

generosity and thoughtfulness; his support and friendship. We will miss 
him greatly.

The funeral of another of our Local Preachers, Jennie Phillips, took place 
at Sandfields Methodist Church on 18th March. Although Jennie has not 
preached for a number of years and has been resident for a while at the 
Woodside Nursing Home in Baglan, nevertheless we were able to give 
thanks to God for her faithful service as a preacher, Girls’ Brigade officer, 
and founder member of Sandfields Methodist Church.

Christopher and Jennie are actually just two of a number of our faithful 
and deeply loved members who have died in recent times. All of our 
churches are being touched by sadness. Yet I write this on Easter Saturday, 
having just prepared for Easter Sunday, when we will proclaim the gospel 
message that Christ is risen and death has been conquered. We can 
confidently commit our faithful friends into God’s safekeeping, knowing 
that Jesus has opened the way for them (and for us) to eternal life. As we 
sang at Christopher’s funeral: “‘Tis Jesus the first and the last, whose Spirit 
shall guide us safe home. We’ll praise him for all that is past, and trust him 
for all that’s to come.”

Looking ahead to our June to August plan, we are looking forward to 
welcoming Luke Curran to lead a Circuit Service for us at Sandfields on 
14th June (6.00pm). Luke is National Co-ordinator for the Discipleship and 
Ministries Learning Network (Cymru Wales). However, on this occasion, he 
will be introducing the work of the World Methodist Council and its vision 
for the future of the world-wide Methodist family.

Do come along, too, to our Sunday afternoon open-air services on the 
prom at Aberavon. We have a great time and they are a real witness to 
those passing by. And then there is our annual children’s holiday club at 
the end of July. As always, we will be looking out for volunteers to help. So 
if you are free that week, then do let me know! A number of other events 
are listed in “Dates across the Circuit” – they are all opportunities to share 
together in Christian fellowship and to support one another in love.

In Christ’s service

Chris Gray (continued on back page)



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
JUNE
Sunday 14th:
Circuit World Church Service led by Luke Curran on 
the theme of the work of the World Methodist Council 
(6.00pm Sandfields)

Sunday 21st:
Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach
(3.30pm)

–––––––––––––

JULY
Friday 3rd:
Churches Together in Neath Songs of Praise in support 
of Christian Aid
(7.00pm Neath)

Friday 17th:
Walk and BBQ (6.00pm North Cornelly)
(to book contact Lesley Harry 01656 741695)

Sunday 19th:
Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach
(3.30pm)

Monday 27th:
Circuit Men’s Supper (7.00pm Taibach)

Monday 27th – Friday 31st:
Circuit Children’s Holiday Club
(10.00am – 12.00 noon Sandfields)

–––––––––––––
AUGUST
Thursday 6th:
Circuit Local Preachers’ Meeting (7.00pm Sandfields)

Monday 10th:
Walk and fish and chip supper (6.00pm North Cornelly) 
(to book contact Megan Berry 01656 741074)

Sunday 16th: Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach 
(3.30pm)

–––––––––––––

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 6th:

Circuit Service in celebration of the bi-centenary of the 
Bible Christians (6.00pm Skewen)

Tuesday 8th:
Circuit Meeting (7.00pm Neath)* please note change of 
date

Sunday 20th:
Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach (3.30pm)


