
The Methodist Church has recently announced the appointment of Rev 
Gareth Powell as the new Secretary of Conference to succeed Rev Martyn 
Atkins from 1st September 2015. The role is one of the most senior positions 
of Church leadership in Methodism, alongside the roles of President and 
Vice-President of Conference. Gareth is from Neath and spent many of his 
early years at Neath Methodist Church. He candidated for the ministry 
from the then South Wales District and will be remembered by a number 
of people within our circuit. 

I have sent our congratulations to Gareth and assured him of our prayers. 
In response Gareth mentioned his boyhood at “Pennybrick” and said this: 
“I have vivid and grateful memories of the formation and encouragement 
which I received from some of the saints of that church. What Betty Davies, 
the then Superintendent of the Primary Department of the Sunday School 
would make of all this I can but imagine! For her, and for so many others I 
give thanks to God.” I am sure that all of us in adulthood can look back with 
grateful thanks to God to all those people whose influence has positively 
sustained us. We wish Gareth well in his new and very significant role.

Many will have been saddened to hear of the death of Rev Alf Austin. Alf 
served for two periods in the former Port Talbot Circuit. As a young minister 
he lived in Croeserw and served the churches in the upper Afan Valley. 
Later he was stationed in Sandfields. His wife, Freda, and son, Iestyn, have 
asked me to pass on their thanks to all in our circuit who attended Alf’s 
funeral and for the many kind wishes expressed in the cards and letters 
they have received.

The Methodist Church has just produced a new magazine called “The 
Connexion”. Multiple copies have been sent to all those on the connexional 
database for distribution around churches and circuits. Please look 

out for the magazine in your churches and have a look through it. The 
magazine has been produced in response to calls from many Methodists 
for improved communications and more news about what is happening 
across the Methodist Church in Great Britain and overseas. The theme of 
the first issue is evangelism, with stories from the UK, Sri Lanka and South 
Korea indicating how vibrant Methodism can be. Two more issues will be 
published in 2015: April and September.

Locally in our own circuit we are looking forward to Holy Week, Easter and 
Pentecost. Please have a good look at the services in the plan, together 
with the additional services mentioned in “Dates Around the Circuit”. 
These include special services for Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, and Good 
Friday; our Easter Morning Dawn Service at 6.30am (there’s no better way 
to greet Easter morning!); and our Easter Offering Service in May.  

In 2015, Pentecost and Wesley Day (the celebration of John Wesley’s 
evangelical conversion) coincide on 24th May. We have decided to hold a 
Circuit Service at Neath Methodist Church at 6.00pm on this occasion for 
two reasons. Firstly, it is a great opportunity to celebrate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and a key event in our Methodist history together. Secondly, 
2015 marks 50 years as a Methodist Local Preacher for Gerald Pollard. So at 
the service we will give thanks to God for Gerald’s ministry among us and 
present him with his long-service certificate. We do look forward to this 
very special occasion.

Finally, it is good to able to welcome Walter Holder back to lead some 
morning services on our plan. We continue to remember Walter and Ann 
in our prayers.

May the holy seasons of Lent, Easter and Pentecost be times of great 
blessing to you all.

Chris Gray

(continued on back page)



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
MARCH
Tuesday 3rd: 
7.00pm Welsh Night at Neath 
7.00pm Welsh Night at Sandfields 

Wednesday 11th: 
7.00pm Circuit Meeting at Skewen

Monday 30th: 
10.00am Holy Week Prayers at Sandfields (Rev Chris Gray)

APRIL
Wednesday 1st: 
10.00am Holy Week Prayers at Sandfields (Rev Chris Gray)

Maundy Thursday 2nd: 
6.00pm Holy Communion at Glynneath (Mr Chris Jones)
7.00pm Holy Communion at Skewen (Rev Kofi Amissah)
7.00pm Holy Communion at Sandfields
(Rev Stephen Wigley)
7.00pm Holy Communion for Churches Together in Neath at
Neath (Rev Chris Gray)

Good Friday 3rd:
9.30am Service at Sandfields (Mr Chris Jones)
10.30am Service at Taibach (Rev Kofi Amissah)
10.30am Service for Churches Together in Neath at Neath
(Rev Chris Gray)
10.30am Skewen Free Churches Service of Holy Communion
at Bethania

12.00 noon Service at North Cornelly
(Rev Kofi Amissah)
3.30pm Salvation Army service for Skewen Cytun at Neath
Abbey ruins

Easter Sunday 5th:
6.30am Dawn Service at Aberavon Beach
(close to Lifeboat Station)

Monday 27th April:
7.00pm Men’s Dinner
(Speaker: Huw Davies from the Ogof Adullam Drop-in 
Centre, Swansea)

MAY
Tuesday 5th:
7.00pm Circuit Worship Leaders’ Meeting at North Cornelly 

Wednesday 6th:
7.00pm Circuit Easter Offering Service at Taibach

Sunday 17th: 
3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach

Wednesday 20th:
7.00pm Circuit Local Preachers’ Meeting at Taibach

Pentecost Sunday 24th May:
6.00pm Circuit Pentecost and Wesley Service at Neath, 
including the celebration of Gerald Pollard’s 50 years as a 
Methodist Local Preacher


