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Bible Month
During June 2017, the Methodist Church is encouraging churches and circuits 
across the Connexion to run a “Bible Month”, thirty days focused on the Letter 
of James. The Bible Month involves two key elements:
 • Preachers preparing and preaching a series of sermons on James over the 
four Sundays (we are using the second, third and fourth Sundays in June plus 
the first Sunday in July so that we can retain our celebration of Pentecost in 
local churches on 4th June).
 • Small group leaders running “Bible Month” sessions that focus on James, 
but which also help those attending to engage with the Bible in fresh and 
innovative ways.
By focusing on a single biblical book, the aim of Bible Month is to help all in 
church engage more deeply with Scripture. I hope that you find Bible Month to 
be a valuable experience in deepening our discipleship. Resources are available 
from www.methodist.org.uk/BibleMonth or from me or Peter Swindale.

Beach Services
Our open air beach services on Aberavon promenade (close to the lifeboat 
station) will continue throughout the summer on the third Sunday of each 
month at 3.30pm. Do join us if you possibly can in this important act of witness.

Rafiki Village and Action for Children
Rev Kofi is very grateful for all the financial gifts and the donations of clothing 
he has received to support the work of the Rafiki Village in Ghana. His appeal 
closes at the end of April. Likewise, Viv and I would like to express our thanks 
for the sponsorship we have received for our Inca Trail trek in aid of Action 
for Children’s local projects in Port Talbot and Briton Ferry. Once again, the 
members of our circuit have shown themselves to be very generous givers. 
Your support and encouragement have meant so much to Kofi, Viv and me. 
Thank you.

Mrs Wendy Watts
You will see from the plan that Mrs Wendy Watts has been able to offer some 
appointments to us now that she is living in our circuit once again. I am 
delighted and I am sure she will receive a very warm welcome in the churches 
where she is appointed.

Other events
On Friday 9th June at 7.00pm at Sandfields we are holding a special Pentecost 
Celebration. Do join us for a lively and different time of praise and worship 
together.

A group of young people from the Wales Synod visited Jamaica earlier last year 
as part of a special exchange programme that will bring young people from 
Methodist churches in Jamaica here later this year. There will be a wonderful 
opportunity to hear from those who visited Jamaica on Sunday 18th June at 
4.00pm at Sandfields. Please come along and bring something to share for tea 
before our Circuit Service at 6.00pm led by Rev Cathy Gale and members of 
the team.

We have had a number of Mornings of Prayer for revival and mission in our 
churches over the last two years. We are changing the approach slightly by 
having a greater focus on one church each time. So the circuit staff will be 
at Glynneath 10.30-11.30am on Saturday 8th July. We will pray during this 
hour for the whole circuit, but will particularly lead prayers for the Glynneath 
church. You are welcome to join us from across the circuit, but we extend a 
special invitation to friends from Glynneath. Look out for similar events in other 
churches as we take these mornings of prayer around the circuit.

Our annual Children’s Holiday Club will take place at Sandfields Church 
Monday to Friday 31st July to 4th August 10.00am to 12.00 noon. As 
always, we are looking for volunteer helpers. Please contact Chris or Viv if you 
are interested. It is great fun and a hugely rewarding week. There will be a 
planning meeting for any who can help on Wednesday 7th June at 8.00pm at 
Sandfields.

Rev Gordon Sollis has offered to lead a morning called “Worship DIY” for all 
those interested in preparing and leading worship when a service takes place 
in a local church without an allocated preacher. This training event will take 
place on Saturday 1st July 10.00am – 12.30pm. The venue details have still to 
be decided, but publicity will be sent round nearer the time. 

There are plenty of local church events advertised in “Dates Around the Circuit”. 
It looks as though it is going to be a busy summer! Please remember all local 
and circuit initiatives in your prayers.

Finally, Viv and I would like to thank you for all your cards and messages 
following the birth of our grandson Michael to our daughter Helen and son-
in-law James. 

Chris Gray



DATES ACROSS THE CIRCUIT
June to September 2017

worship in local churches on those occasions when a preacher is not 
planned. Look out for further details about venue.

Saturday 8th July
10.30-11.30am “Praying for mission and revival” at Glynneath. All 
are welcome to join the circuit staff and members of the Glynneath 
congregation to pray for the work of God at Glynneath and the other 
churches of the circuit.

Saturday 15th July
Strawberry Tea at Sandfields. (look out for further details)

Sunday 16th July
3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach. (close to lifeboat station)
7.00pm Open Air Songs of Praise at Coed Darcy.

Tuesday 25th July
7.00pm Circuit Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting at Neath.

Monday 31st July
7.00pm Circuit Men’s Dinner.

Monday 31st July to Friday 4th August
10.00am – 12.00 noon Children’s Holiday Club at Sandfields.

Monday 7th August
6.00pm Walk and fish & chip supper at North Cornelly.
(contact Megan Berry 01656 741074 to book)

Sunday 20th August
3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach. (close to lifeboat station)

Sunday 10th September
6.00pm Circuit Service at Skewen to celebrate the start of the new 
Methodist year and the 50th anniversary of the Skewen Methodist 
Church Women’s Fellowship.

Tuesday 5th June
“Experience Pentecost” event at Glyncorrwg Primary School. 

Wednesday 7th June
8.00pm Planning meeting for those able to help at the children’s 
summer holiday club at Sandfields.

Friday 9th June
7.00pm Circuit Pentecost Celebration at Sandfields.

Saturday 10th June
2.00pm Walk and BBQ at North Cornelly. (contact Lesley Harry 01656 
741695 to book)

Tuesday 13th June
7.00pm Quiz Night at Neath. (contact Barbara Southard 01639 
636280 to book)

Sunday 18th June
3.30pm Open Air Service on Aberavon Beach. (close to lifeboat 
station)
4.00pm Meet the Jamaica Exchange Team – with a “bring and share” 
tea at Sandfields.
6.00pm Circuit Service with Rev Cathy Gale (and Jamaica Exchange 
Team) at Sandfields.

Monday 26th June
7.00pm Annual Rally at Skewen. (Preacher: Captain Jo Walters from 
the Salvation Army)

Friday 30th June 
10.00am – 12.00 noon Community Coffee Morning at Glynneath.

Saturday 1st July
10.00am – 12.30 pm “Worship DIY” – a morning led by Rev Gordon 
Sollis for all who might be interested in helping to plan and lead 


